Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 17 January 2019 (confirmed)

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 17 January 2019 at 3.38pm.
Present:
Organisation:
Representative:
Chairman
Deputy Chairman
Secretary
Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL)
Tandridge District Council
London Borough of Bromley Residents Federation (BRF)
Sevenoaks District Council
Biggin Hill Residents Association
Tatsfield Parish Council
BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association
South London Business
Private Owners
London Borough of Bromley (LBB)
Private Owners

Mr John Bowden
Mr Nick Kemp
Mr George Crowe
Mr Will Curtis, Airport Managing Director
(AMD)
Councillor Martin Allen
Dr Robert Hadley
Councillor Roderick Hogarth
Mr Peter Martin
Councillor Ian Mitchell
Mr Peter Osborne
Mr Deva Ponnoosami
Graham Powell*
Councillor Melanie Stevens
Mr John Willis

* substitute member

1.

Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks

1.1

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting and it was noted that Graham Powell was
attending his first meeting of the Consultative Committee.

2.

Membership

2.01

There were no new membership issues to report.

3.

Apologies for absence

3.1

Apologies for absence were received from John High (Private Owners, substituted by Graham
Powell), Councillor Toni Letts (Croydon Council), Steve O’Connell (Greater London Authority),
Richard Parry (ex-officio as Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee), Andrew Walters,
Chairman, Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL) and from Gill Slater (LBB, Officer).

4.

Minutes of the previous meeting

4.01

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2018 were approved as a correct record and signed
by the Chairman.
It was noted that the email from Gill Slater mentioned in paragraph 9.01 below contained the
following clarification of points relating to the discussions about Green Belt land referred to in
paragraph 9.03 of the minutes.
o “Very special circumstances” would need to be demonstrated for D1 uses (e.g. a college)
in the Green Belt where National Policy states that such uses are “inappropriate”.

4.02
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o “Exceptional circumstances” relating to the development of the Airport have been
advanced through the Local Plan process. The site currently sought for the college (Land
East of South Camp) is proposed to be removed from Green Belt and safeguarded through
the (draft) Local Plan for ‘aviation related employment generating uses’. The (draft)
policy for West Camp additionally indicates that D1 uses will be permitted in this location
under certain criteria.
5.

Matters arising from the minutes

5.01

There were no matters arising from the minutes that would not be dealt with during the
consideration of the agenda for this meeting.

6.

Airport Managing Director’s report

6.01

Will Curtis’s report which provided information on the following issues which had arisen during
the fourth quarter (October to December) of 2018 had previously been circulated.
Market conditions across Europe - with the assistance of graphs and diagrams, the report updated
the Committee on aviation activity in Europe. The Committee particularly noted that there had
been 53,546 business aviation departures in Europe in December 2018, a slight increase in overall
activity, boosted by an exceptional growth in business piston traffic. Business jet sectors were
down by 3% but Biggin Hill was an exception, with almost 20% growth.
However, business jet movements overall grew by 2% in 2018 compared with the previous year
but of the largest markets, only Germany and Spain got robust growth and activity slowed in the
second half of the year in the UK, France and Italy. Le Bourget, Biggin Hill and Farnborough saw
the biggest growth during 2018.
Biggin Hill movement summary - members were advised that the marked fall in light aircraft
movements over the past 12 months reflected measures taken to reduce light aviation training
activity for reasons of safety. It was expected that this trend would continue as further reductions
on light aviation feed through to the summer movement numbers during 2019. There had been a
modest increase in numbers of business jets and helicopters over the same period and the AMD
anticipated that this would carry on into 2019.
The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the fourth quarter of
2018 was included in the report:

6.02

6.03

6.04

6.05

October
November
December
Total
Change
Year to Date

6.06

Club
Other
576
346
308
1,230
341
5,446

Private
Owner
1196
548
484
2,228
-278
12,669

ATM
Schld.
0
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
841
691
777
2,309
46
10,539

Corp.
Jet
455
353
349
1,157
156
4,676

Corp.
Twin
31
39
28
98
30
424

Helis.

Military

Total

364
275
186
825
109
3,613

2
2
2
6
-14
63

3,675
2,440
2,421
8,536
-1,265
43,405

Corp.
Jet
382
341
278
1,001
3,892

Corp.
Twin
28
32
8
68
507

Helis.

Military

Total

312
257
147
716
3,145

10
4
6
20
165

3,658
3,682
2,461
9,801
50,090

During the same quarter of 2017 they had been:

October
November
December
Total
Year to Date

6.07

Club
Circuit
210
186
287
683
-1,655
5,975
Club
Circuit
649
1,019
670
2,338
15,189

Club
Other
352
359
178
889
5,650

Private
Owner
1045
992
469
2,506
11,865

ATM
Schld
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
880
678
705
2,263
9,677

UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport (LBHA) - the Committee was informed that LBHA
had submitted its Statement of Need in respect of the London Airport Management
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6.08

6.09

6.10

6.11

6.12
6.12

6.13

Programme (LAMP) programme. The LAMP process was redesigning all lower airspace routes
within the London Terminal Manoeuvring Area. It was noted that the next stage would be an
assessment meeting with the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) Airspace Regulation Group to
determine the extent of the Airspace Change Process (ACP) required. In light of the fundamental
nature of this Airspace Change Proposal it appeared that a full process would be required.
LBHA had responded to the All-Party Parliamentary Group for General Aviation call for evidence
in relation to the allocation of UK low level airspace and had suggested that:
o all light aircraft wishing to use UK airspace in the south-east should be electronically
conspicuous;
o standards of airmanship should be improved within the light aviation community, possibly
by means of additional mandatory recurrent training;
o Light Aviation and Business Aviation be disaggregated such that the relative economic
contribution of these disparate sectors of aviation can be properly assessed. Development
of this sector might be further encouraged through introduction of more efficient new
technology aircraft but at present the requisite investment does not appear to be available.
RAF Northolt – the AMD had nothing further to report in respect of safety matters at RAF
Northolt and the obstacle environment at RAF Northolt had still not been published in the UK
Aeronautical Information Publication. The Committee was reminded that the closure of the
Airport for its runway to be resurfaced and the engineered materials arrestor system (EMAS) to be
installed had been put on hold. It was noted that the closure would be taking place for 9 months
from April 2019 but that the works would not address the obstacle environment and the cost of the
arrestor beds would yield only partial additional safety benefit. The AMD added that there
appeared to be insufficient resources at the CAA and that it may be necessary take further legal
action to get it to accept its responsibility to enforce regulations.
Airport facilities - it was noted that:
o the runway 03 GPS approach continued to move through the formal ACP process. All
points had been addressed by the Airport and a decision was now awaited;
o the installation of the approach lighting array at the southern end of the runway was
progressing and tree cutting was substantially complete. It was intended that the area
would become a shrubbery and, in the meantime, there was concern that it could be
occupied by travellers. The issue would be discussed with LBB;
o the remedial work to Hotel taxiway was now progressing to contract and it was hoped that
work would start shortly;
o the implementation of the proposed Link taxiway was to be delayed until after the Hotel
taxiway is completed, following which its operational necessity would be reviewed.
Airport Hotel - the report advised that the hotel project continued to move forward and an
operating and development partner had been appointed. Detailed design work was continuing and
the AMD anticipated that work would begin on site by the middle of the current calendar year.
In answer to a question, the AMD confirmed that it was a coincidence that taxiway H was known
as hotel taxiway. Its name had nothing to do with the proposed hotel.
Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill - the report advised that there were no particular
developments to report with regard to tenant firms. Members were informed that the proposed
Light Aviation Centre (LAC) that was referred to at the last meeting would house all current light
aircraft operations and provide it with a focus. It was intended that it would be sited by East
Camp and the AMD anticipated that the LAC would house some flying training and the majority
of private owners’ aircraft.
Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill - College Update – as indicated in paragraph 4.02
above, it was noted that at a pre-application planning hearing, LBB had revealed that planning
officers do not regard the proposed London Aerospace and Technology College (LATC) as being
aviation employment generating and that planning policy does not, therefore, support the use of
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6.14

6.15

6.16
6.17

6.18

the previously proposed site for this purpose. The AMD advised that he found it extremely
difficult to understand this reasoning and that it appeared that the site adjacent to the proposed
hotel and the existing Lookout Café was not in the Green Belt and would be the only site upon
which it might be constructed.
In response to a question the AMD advised that there would be no detriment to the café. He added
that visits to it had inspired some children to become interested in becoming involved in aviation
later in their lives.
Health & Safety/security - the report advised that there had been no significant security breaches
since the last report and nor had there been notable safety incidents. Further information was
provided in minute 8 (below).
Environment - as usual, the reports about noise contours were attached to the report (see minute 7
below).
Later in the meeting and in answer to a question the Committee was informed that BHAL had
concerns about the poor north/south road links. It was noted that the water company intended to
replace the water main and wanted to close the A233 while the work took place. BHAL had
suggested that it should be made a red route (which, with exemptions, prohibits stopping for
loading or unloading and for boarding or alighting from vehicles). In the longer term, there should
be a link to the M25 without any intervening junctions. Members commented as follows:
o local people would object to the suggested link road because of concern that it would
become a main route to and from London;
o access to and from Croydon from Biggin Hill was very poor;
o the road passes through a site of special scientific interest;
o there had been some talk of the tram route being extended from Croydon to Biggin Hill. A
feasibility study had been carried out but LBB had not been enthusiastic about the
proposal.
Councillor Allen referred to concern in Tatsfield about a proposal to fill in the Covers Farm
quarry near Westerham.

7.

Noise contours

7.01

Attached to the AMD’s report were maps illustrating the noise contours which had been produced
by Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) which had been produced using the Noise Monitoring
and Track Keeping System (NMTKS). BAP’s report summarised the noise contours and
movements in the early morning and late evenings during the fourth quarter of 2018. The report
advised that all noise levels remained well within the agreed limits set out in the Airport’s Noise
Action Plan.
The AMD’s report advised that 57Laeq contour had now reduced further in size and was now
largely within the Airport’s boundary with a total area of just 1.5 km2 against an agreed ‘best
endeavours’ limit of 2.2 km2. By contrast, London Heathrow had just published its 2019 57Laeq
contour with an estimated area of 105 km2. In the last 4 quarter’s noise contours at Biggin Hill
Airport had become progressively quieter. This trend was expected to persist because the AMD
expected new aircraft to continue to get quieter and as the number of light aircraft using the
Airport reduced further.
The AMD answered a question about the possible impact of the Gatwick Airport Master Plan by
advising that, since there was currently little Gatwick traffic in the vicinity of Biggin Hill, he did
not expect it to be of much consequence.

7.02

7.03
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8.

Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee

8.01

Complaints and comments - the report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the fourth quarter of 2018
was tabled together with a map that plotted the areas from which the comments had emanated. It
showed that during the quarter there had been 8,536 movements at the Airport. Also tabled was a
paper setting out the breakdown of complaints for the quarter.
The report of Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee was tabled and it was presented
by the AMD. The report and the AMD advised, inter alia, that:
o there had been a total of 18 comments or complaints of which 14 related to Biggin Hill
movements.
o the provision of a noise monitor had offered to two of the complainants;
o the Sub-Committee had also received the quarterly table summarising the 18 complaints
including the geographic areas from which they emanated and whether they had been
compliant with the Airport’s regulations;
o of the 14 complaints, 3 were noise complaints, 9 alleged tracking violations, 2 alleged low
flying and 2 claimed that aircraft had used the Airport outside of its operating hours (in
answer to a question the AMD explained that two of the complaints were that the relevant
movements had involved two different violations);
o there had been 46 safety reports 3 of which had been referred to the Safety and Noise
Abatement Review Board (SANARB) and three pilots had been issued with minor
infringement warnings. The AMD advised that two private owners had been instructed not
to operate from Biggin Hill Airport. Some business jet pilots do not comply and, unless
safety issues are involved, the Airport tries to use education of pilots to ensure compliance
rather than take punitive measures.
Dr Hadley reported that he was a member of SANARB and that he was going to accommodate a
noise monitor at his property because there he lives near two regular complainants. Peter Osborne
advised that the message had reached residents that noise monitors are likely to be made available
to complainants and that if they are not prepared to accept them there is no point in them
continuing to submit complaints.
In answer to questions the AMD advised that:
o referring to paragraph 8.08 of the minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2018, it had
not yet be possible to accede to the request for information to be provided about
contraventions and fines imposed;
o since the vexatious complaints policy had been introduced (paragraphs 8.09 and 8.10 of the
minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2018 refer), such complaints had ceased and
noise monitors were being located at two properties;
o a person who refused an offer of having a noise monitor sited at a property had suggested
that the result would be deliberately fixed so that the complaints would not be upheld. The
AMD added that noise is subjective and that it was the Airport’s intention to reduce noise
to the minimum. Everything possible was being done to minimise nuisance and base pilots
were doing their best to comply with requirements.
The Committee was informed that the fact that the AMD personally calls complainants which
helps to convince them that their complaints are being taken seriously.
It was also noted that the Safety and Compliance Team was making a full evaluation of the
Airport with a view to actions being taken to enable the Airport to be rated as exemplary in due
course.

8.02

8.03

8.04

8.05
8.06
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9.

Planning issues

9.01

An email from Gill Slater was tabled which updated the Committee on the Local Plan and the
draft London Plan. It was noted that:
o Bromley’s Local Plan - the Council had received the Inspector’s report on the Local
Plan. It concluding that, with the Modifications (on which Bromley consulted in
summer 2018), the Plan is sound and can be adopted. It had been approved by Council
on the previous day. Consequently, from the date of the Consultative Committee
meeting, the Local Plan had replaced the Unitary Development Plan for the purpose of
determining planning applications and appeals. Arrangements were being made for the
consolidated version of the Plan to be made available as soon as possible.
o Draft London Plan - the Examination in Public of the ‘New London Plan’ by a panel of
three inspectors had started during the week of the meeting. Amongst other issues,
LBB would be contesting the overall housing target and particularly the “small site”
element which it considered to be undeliverable. Concerns were also being raised over
the lack of protection for garden land and some green infrastructure which the London
Plan does not appear to protect adequately. Following the public hearings, a report
would be prepared which would then be considered by the Mayor and the London
Assembly. The Mayor can reject the Panel’s recommendations and adopt the Plan
anyway but the Secretary of State does have powers to intervene if he considers the
Plan not to have had “due regard” to national policy. There was no fixed timetable for
adoption but when the consultation draft Plan had been published in 2018 the Mayor
had been hoping to adopt the new plan by the end of 2019.

10.

Community Relations

10.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the
meeting. The Chairman commented that they were mainly positive so far as the Airport was
concerned.
11.

Any other business

11.01 There were no items of any other business.
12.

Dates of next meetings

12.01 The Committee was reminded that:
o as agreed at the Annual General meeting held immediately prior to this meeting, the next
meeting would be held on Thursday, 16 January 2020 and would be preceded by the
Annual General Meeting;
o at the previous meeting held on it had been agreed that the other meetings to be held in
2019 would be held at the Airport at 3.30pm on the following dates:
Thursday, 18 April 2019
Thursday, 18 July 2019
Thursday, 17 October 2019.

The meeting closed at 4.45pm.
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LONDON BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
A11103‐N07‐DR
04 January 2019
NOISE CONTOURS – 2018 Q4
Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub‐Committee, which considers
the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2018 Q4 noise contours
and the movements in the early morning and late evening periods.
The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st October to 31st
December. There were 42 movements during the Early Morning period (06:30‐07:00), with a
maximum of 3 movements in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on two individual
days. There were 33 movements during the Late Evening period (22:00‐23:00), with a maximum
of 3 movements in a single Late Evening period, which occurred on 6th December. For both
periods this is less than the limit of 8 movements in a single Early Morning or Late Evening
period. Movements by military aircraft have been excluded.
Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00‐23:00), Early Morning and Late
Evening periods, using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM)
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the
results of an updated validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s
noise monitors in 2017 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements.
The 2018 Q4 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103‐N07‐01 to A11103‐N07‐03 at
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2018 Q4
contours.
For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2018 Q4 contour was less at 1.5 km2. For
the early morning period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than
2.2 km2. The area for the 2018 Q4 contour was less at 0.6 km2. For the late evening period
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 1.3 km2. The area for the
2018 Q4 contour was less at 0.4 km2.
This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action
Plan.
‐x‐x‐x‐x‐x‐x‐
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London Biggin Hill Airport Quarterly Complaints Report: Q4 2018
Town

Date & Time of complaints
relates to

Main Complaint

Noise abatement
violation

No of Specific
flights in message

Action to
reporter

Event Explanation

Berrys Green

03.10.18 05:53

Noisy aircraft

No

1

Letter

Not EGKB traffic

Downe

08.10.18 21:44

Outside operating hours

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Orpington

10.10.18 12:10

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Warlingham

12.10.18 18:08

Noisy aircraft

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield

13.10.18 12:31

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Tatsfield

20.10.18 11:15

Off track

Yes

1

Letter

SANARB

Orpington

31.10.18 18:44

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill

02.11.18 11:06

Off track

Yes

1

Letter

SANARB

Petts Wood

08.11.18 21:36

Noisy aircraft

No

1

Letter

Not EGKB traffic

Coulsdon

11.11.18 22:40

Outside operating hours

No

1

Letter

Not EGKB traffic

Downe

17.11.18 14:35

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Woldingham

18.11.18 14:20

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill

18.11.18 14:29

Low flying

Yes

1

Letter

SANARB

Keston

24.11.18 13:55

Low flying

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Biggin Hill

17.12.18 12:57

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

Halstead

28.12.18 14:33

Off track

No

1

Letter

Compliant flight/s

SANARB Outcome
(warning/fine/ban)

Minor infringement
Warning

Minor infringement
Warning

Minor infringement
Warning

