Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 25 April 2019
(final version for approval at the next meeting)
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 25 April 2019 at 3.30pm.
Present:
Organisation:
Chairman
Deputy Chairman
Secretary
Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL)
Tandridge District Council
Flying Clubs and Schools
London Borough of Bromley Residents Federation (BRF)
Biggin Hill Residents Association
London Borough of Bromley (LBB)
BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association
Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee (ex-officio)
South London Business
LBB (Officer)
LBB
Private Owners
Private Owners

Representative:
Mr John Bowden
Mr Nick Kemp
Mr George Crowe
Mr David Winstanley, Chief Executive Officer
(CEO)
Councillor Martin Allen
Mr Anoop Bamrah
Dr Robert Hadley
Mr Peter Martin
Councillor Peter Morgan
Mr Peter Osborne
Mr Richard Parry
Mr Deva Ponnoosami
Ms Gill Slater
Councillor Melanie Stevens
Mr John Willis
Mr Robert Woollard*

* substitute member

1.

Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks

1.1

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting an particularly David Winstanley, the new CEO
and Robert Woollard, a substitute representative for the Private Owners, as they were attending
their first meeting of the Consultative Committee.

2.

Membership

2.01

There were no new membership issues to report but it was noted that Councillor Mitchell was
not standing for re-election to Tatsfield Parish Council. He had been the representative of the
Council on the Committee since January 1997 and it was agreed that the Committee’s thanks
and appreciation of his diligent service should be recorded in these minutes.

3.

Apologies for absence

3.1

Apologies for absence were received from John High (Private Owners, substituted by Robert
Woollard), Councillor Toni Letts (Croydon Council), Councillor Ian Mitchell (Tatsfield Parish
Council), Reverend John Musson (BRF/Cudham & Downe Residents Association) and Andrew Walters
(Chairman of BHAL).

4.

Minutes of the previous meeting

4.01

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2019 were approved as a correct record and signed
by the Chairman.
Councillor Morgan asked whether the minutes of Consultative Committee meetings could be
posted on the Airport’s website earlier than is currently the practice. The Chairman explained that

4.02
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it was the Committee’s current policy for the minutes not to be made public until after they were
approved as a correct record at its subsequent meeting.
4.03 The Committee discussed whether to reconsider this practice and it was agreed that, once the
Chairman was content that the minutes accurately represented what had occurred at the meeting,
they would be circulated by email to members with a view to them being able to suggest
amendments. These would need to be made to the Secretary within set a time limit. Subject to the
approval by the Chairman of any suggested amendments, the minutes would be posted on the
website with the warning that they were required to be approved at the next meeting and,
therefore, could be amended.
Action: Secretary
5.

Matters arising from the minutes

5.01

There were no matters arising from the minutes that would not be dealt with during the
consideration of the agenda for this meeting.

6.

Airport Managing Director’s report

6.01

David Winstanley’s report which provided information on the following issues which had arisen
during the first quarter (January to March) of 2019 had previously been circulated and it was
presented by him.
6.02 Market conditions across Europe - with the assistance of graphs and diagrams, the report updated
the Committee on aviation activity in Europe. The CEO reported that the 66,736 Business
Aviation departures in Europe in March 2019, was roughly average for the past 10 years.
6.03 Biggin Hill movement summary - members were advised that the continued fall in light aircraft
movements during this quarter reflected the measures taken to reduce Light Aviation training
activity for reasons of safety. The CEO emphasised that whilst it was expected that this trend
would continue throughout this year, the movement levels would stabilise and Light Aviation
would continue to have a future at the Airport.
6.04 The quarter saw a decline in numbers of business jets in comparison with the same quarter last
year but an increase in helicopters movements. An increase in business jet movements was
expected resulting from the closure of RAF Northolt in April for runway resurfacing.
6.05 The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the first quarter of
2019 was included in the report:
January
February
March
Total
Change
Year to Date

6.06

Club
Other
282
398
366
1,046
475
1,046

Private
Owner
531
661
804
1,996
-69
1,996

ATM
Schld.
0
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
562
732
822
2,116
-36
2,116

Corp.
Jet
331
309
328
968
-17
968

Corp.
Twin
36
309
22
72
-9
72

Helis.

Military

Total

234
14
296
758
94
758

3
228
2
758
-3
758

2,431
2,749
2,984
8.164
-827
8,164

Corp.
Jet
348
348
289
985
985

Corp.
Twin
9
20
52
81
81

Helis.

Military

Total

179
215
270
664
664

2
6
4
12
12

2,828
3,202
2,961
8,991
8,991

During the same quarter of 2018 they had been:

January
February
March
Total
Year to Date

6.07

Club
Circuit
452
403
344
1,199
-1,262
1,199
Club
Circuit
961
786
714
2,461
2,461

Club
Other
189
219
163
571
571

Private
Owner
465
850
750
2,065
2,065

ATM
Schld
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
675
758
719
2,152
2,152

UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport (LBHA) - the Committee was informed that Will
Curtis, the retired Airport Managing Director was leading on the Airport’s critical role, as part of
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the core delivery group, in the London Airspace Modernisation Programme (LAMP) which was
intending to redesign airspace routes within the London Terminal Manoeuvring Area. BHAL’s
continued involvement would mean that business and community interests can be protected. The
next stage of the process would involve the development of design principles, a process that would
involve stakeholder engagement to ensure that the Airport would be able to consider a range of
factors upon which procedures will be developed.
6.08 The Government was preparing the Aviation Strategy 2050 Green Paper which will set out the
UK’s aviation strategy for the next 30 years and BHAL continued to respond to consultations on
this comprehensive and transformational process. BHAL’s lobbying was intended to ensure that
Business Aviation would play a prominent part in the Strategy and was emphasising the Airport’s
ability to remain a key gateway airport to London and attract home based aircraft and maintenance
facilities. Considerable movement had taken place in the previous two weeks and, following a
meeting attended by Andrew Walters and the CEO, there was confidence that there would be a
section of the Strategy devoted to Business Aviation.
6.09 RAF Northolt - there was nothing new to report in respect of safety matters at RAF Northolt. The
obstacle environment at RAF Northolt had still not been published in the UK Aeronautical
Information Publication and the Airport would continue to pursue this deficiency with the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA). As mentioned in paragraph 6.04 above, the runway re-surfacing work
was due to start at Northolt in April and would allow it to better compete with its civil
counterparts and address the lack of a Runway End Safety Area provision. The CEO added that it
was intended that more RAF airfields would be opened up to Business Aviation. He said that
there was no objection to this proposal provided that they would be competing on equal terms to
those experienced by civilian airports.
6.10 Deva Ponoosami commented that there was a conflict of interest in that public funding was being
used to support the RAF Northolt. The CEO replied that at a meeting to be held with the CAA on
10 May BHAL would be emphasising the need for there to be a level playing field for RAF
Northolt and civilian airports. The relevant competition issues would also be raised.
6.11 Airport facilities – the revised runway 03 GPS approach continued to go through the formal
Airspace Change Proposal process. All points had been addressed by BHAL including the safety
aspects and the avoidance of confliction with Heathrow Airport radar. The decision was now
awaited from the CAA and it was hoped that the new procedures would be implemented in
September/October.
6.12 Work to install the approach lighting array at the southern end of the runway continued and the
remedial work to Hotel taxiway would be starting towards the middle of May and last for
approximately 22 weeks. Enabling work to resurface Charlie taxiway would commence in early
May to ensure additional routing would be available whilst the Hotel taxiway works were being
undertaken. The proposed Link taxiway was to be delayed until a complete review of all airfield
operating surfaces was completed and a realignment of the Airport’s capital development
programme was finalised.
6.13 Airport Hotel - the report advised that the final minor material changes to the planning application
had been submitted to LBB earlier in April. An issue relating to the swales to manage the
rainwater run-off had been resolved.
6.14 Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill – at a recent tenants meeting representatives of the Light
Aviation community had complained about the recently increased landing fees and some had
drawn a connection between the increases and the future of Light Aviation at the Airport.
However, the fees had been raised to reflect the increase in operating costs at Biggin Hill Airport.
As mentioned in paragraph 6.03 above, Light Aviation would always have a future at the Airport
but it had to be balanced against the increasing costs of regulation, development and provision of
airfield infrastructure and services.
6.15 It was noted that BHAL continued to investigate the options regarding the development of a Light
Aviation Centre at the Airport.
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6.16 Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill - College Update – a meeting had been held with
the London South East Colleges management team two weeks previously. The design, planning
and procurement process for the proposed London Aeronautical and Technology College project
were progressing well and its location adjacent to the proposed hotel had now been confirmed.
The project was extremely demanding but activity should start on site towards the end of this year
with final completion targeted for late 2020.
6.17 Health & Safety/security - the report advised that there had been no significant security breaches
since the last report and neither had there been notable safety incidents. Further information was
provided in minute 8 (below).
6.18 Environment - as usual, the reports about noise contours were attached to the CEO’s report (see
minute 7 below). The report advised that all noise levels remained well within the agreed limits
set out in the Airport’s Noise Action Plan. The 57Laeq contour now lay largely within the
Airport boundary with a total area of just 1.5 km2 against an agreed ‘best endeavours’ limit of 2.2
km2. With the Noise Monitoring and Track Keeping System (NMTKS) now fully functional and
the creation of noise sensitive areas, the Airport was now subject to the most stringent noise limits
of any airport in the UK. BHAL would continue to work on improving its noise tracking
capability and to work with local communities to minimise the impact of noise.
6.19 The CEO added that he had reviewed the complaints submitted during the previous 6 months. He
referred to the ‘kink’ in the noise contour maps. This was due to noise from engine running on
the ground. It particularly affected the Dowding Road/Hawthorne Avenue area from which
complaints had been received. It had been decided to restrict such activity to idle runs only and
for no longer than 15 minutes. From Easter Saturday it had been restricted to 5 minutes. There
had been no complaints. He added that noise restriction would be one of his foci. John Willis
suggested that the 5 minute restriction should be trialled over a normal, rather than a Bank
Holiday, weekend. Anoop Bamrah agreed and said that Bank Holiday weekends were not
usually as busy as normal weekends. The CEO advised that he would always be prepared to
carry out trials provided that they would not compromise safety.
6.20 In answer to a question from Peter Osborne who asked whether there was a possibility of bunding
or other noise attenuation measures being introduced, the CEO said that he saw no reason why
such measures could not be investigated. He said that taxiway Charlie was furthest from
residential properties and that would look at the possibility of bunding being constructed near the
Heritage Hangar north. In response to a comment from John Willis about wind direction affecting
where noise would be a nuisance the CEO agreed and said that the suggestion needed to be fully
considered.
Action: CEO
6.21 The CEO reported that he approved of the fact that the Safety and Noise Abatement Review
Board (SANARB) and the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee (NSSC) both look at the adequacy of
the Airport’s responses to noise complaints. He suggested that, at some point, it would be
necessary to consider the policy relating to vexatious complaints. Peter Osborne reported that
when he had been a member of the NSSC, he had raised the issue of vexatious and serial
complainants and had supported the introduction of measures to deal with them differently
from genuine complaints. It was noted that Robert Hadley was a member of SANARB and he
said that serial complainants were offered the opportunity of having noise monitors sited at their
properties. If the offer was rejected then complaints from these complainants would not receive
full responses.
6.22 Councillor Allen mentioned helicopter movements and the CEO responded that they used
‘gateways’ to the City. He referred to some contraventions of the gateways having
occurred. Councillor Parry advised that both SANARB and NSSC ask helicopter pilots to
vary their routes so as to reduce noise nuisance to particular areas.
6.23 In answer to a question from Councillor Allen, the CEO said that he did not know whether
the helicopters returned empty but suggested that it would be difficult logistically to organise
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return flights. The Chairman said that he suspected that, to allow other helicopters to land, a
helicopter would not be allowed to remain on the helipad for long.
7.

Noise contours

7.01

As mentioned in paragraph 6.18 above, attached to the AMD’s report were maps illustrating the
noise contours which had been produced by Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) which had
been produced using the NMTKS. BAP’s report which was also provided summarised the
noise contours and movements in the early morning and late evenings during the first quarter
of 2019. The report advised that all noise levels remained well within the agreed limits set out in
the Airport’s Noise Action Plan.

8.

Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee

8.01

Complaints and comments - the report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the first quarter of 2019
was tabled together with a map that plotted the areas from which the comments had emanated. It
showed that during the quarter there had been 8,164 movements at the Airport. Also tabled was a
paper setting out the table summarising the quarterly breakdown of complaints.
In addition, the report of Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee was tabled and it was
presented by him. The report and Richard Parry advised that there had been a total of 12
complaints relating to Biggin Hill movements. All of the complaints had been handled well. Two
of the complaints had been referred to SANARB.
Referring to paragraph 8.03 of the minutes of the meeting held on 17 January 2019, Councillor
Morgan commented that the person who refused an offer of having a noise monitor sited at his
property because the result would be deliberately fixed so that his complaint would not be upheld
was wrong. LBB would never allow the results to be falsified.
In answer to a question from Councillor Morgan in relation to paragraph 8.03 of the minutes of the
meeting held on 17 January 2019, the Committee was informed by Dr Hadley that there had been
a problem with providing a connection to enable a noise monitor to be located at his property and
that it would be put there during the week following this meeting.
Councillor Allen commented that he had seen no evidence of the system automatically picking up
incidents that would be likely to lead to complaints of overflying of Tatsfield. The CEO said that
he was not aware of any requirement for there to be automatic notifications and undertook to look
into the issue. He added that overflying due to an aircraft being off track would not necessarily
lead to a noise complaint and that any complaint would only be identified as a noise complaint in
such circumstances if the complainant referred to noise. The Chairman commented that the
NMTKS identifies both noise and tracking contraventions. Councillor Allen said that any
movements over Tatsfield would be a contravening the Airport’s regulations and should
automatically be logged as a noise issue. Richard Parry said that he would have no objection to
any off-track movements to be considered by the NSSC and the CEO undertook to arrange for any
tracking contraventions to be considered by the NSSC as well as by SANARB.
Action: CEO
Councillor Allen also asked why the final column, “SANARB outcome (warning/fine/ban)” of the
table setting out the quarterly breakdown of complaints was blank. Richard Parry advised that
only two of the 12 complaints had been referred to SANARB and that it had yet to consider them.
He would ensure that they would be dealt with at the next NSSC meeting. The CEO added that,
as indicated in the table, of the 12 movements about which the complaints, only one had not been
compliant and that one had been clipping the edge of the required tracking area. Richard Parry
reiterated that flights that depart from the required track are not necessarily noisy and he read from
a report about such a movement to illustrate that point.

8.02

8.03

8.04

8.05

8.06
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8.07 The CEO undertook to look at the way the information is presented in order for there to be greater
clarity.
Action: CEO
8.08 Safety reports – Richard Parry’s report also confirmed the information provided in paragraph 6.17
above, that the Airport had not received any significant Safety Reports since the last meeting of
the Committee.
9.

Planning issues

9.01

Gill Slater referred to the approval of the Bromley Local Plan which included some changes to the
Green Belt.
She advised that the representations on the Draft London Plan were being heard at public
examination and that it was intended that the report of the panel of inspectors would be published
in the summer with the view that it would be adopted by the end of 2019 or early 2020. She
added that LBB has some concerns about the proposed Plan.

9.02

10.

Community Relations

10.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the
meeting. The Chairman referred to reports about the appointment of David Winstanley and the
opening of the Biggin Hill Memorial Museum.
10.02 Committee papers – referring to paragraphs 4.02 and 4.03 above, Peter Osborne asked whether it
was intended for Consultative Committee papers to be posted to members or whether they should
be emailed as pdf files. All members of the Committee present at the meeting agreed that they no
longer wished to have hard copies posted to them and would be happy to receive them
electronically only.
Action: Secretary
11.

Any other business

11.01 Carbon offsetting- Peter Osborne said that two residents associations had asked him whether the
Airport was utilising carbon offsetting. The CEO said that when he had been at Birmingham
Airport it had looked at the possibility of only using recyclable plastic. He undertook to ensure
that the possibility of establishing a carbon offsetting project would be investigated.
Action: CEO
11.02 Aircrew building- Peter Martin asked what was happening with Bernie Ecclestone’s Aircrew
building. The CEO advised that he understood that he was having some assets moved into the
building. Deva Ponnoosami asked whether there was the possibility of the building being used for
housing and Councillor Morgan advised that LBB was meeting its housing targets.
11.03 Airshow – in answer to a question the CEO confirmed that the 2019 Airshow would be held on
17/18 August.
11.04 Presentation to Tatsfield Parish Council Annual meeting – Councillor Martin thanked the CEO
and Will Curtis for their fine presentation to the Annual Meeting. He said that it had been very
enjoyable and had helped to engender goodwill towards the Airport.
12.

Dates of next meetings

12.01 The Committee was reminded that it had been previously agreed that the next meetings to be held
in 2019 would be held at the Airport at 3.30pm on the following dates  Thursday, 18 July 2019;
 Thursday, 17 October 2019;
 Thursday, 16 January 2020 (to be preceded by the Annual General Meeting).
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12.02 The possibility of Consultative Committee meetings starting at 3pm was suggested. There were
no objections and it was agreed that the suggestion should be adopted.
Action: Secretary

The meeting closed at 4.45pm.
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LONDON BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
A11103-N08-DR
11 April 2019
NOISE CONTOURS – 2019 Q1
Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub-Committee, which considers
the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2019 Q1 noise contours
and the movements in the early morning and late evening periods.
The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st January to 31st March.
There were 43 movements during the Early Morning period (06:30-07:00), with a maximum of
6 movements in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on 4th March. There were 16
movements during the Late Evening period (22:00-23:00), with a maximum of 3 movements in
a single Late Evening period, which occurred on 18th March. For both periods this is less than
the limit of 8 movements in a single Early Morning or Late Evening period. Movements by
military aircraft have been excluded.
Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00-23:00), Early Morning and Late
Evening periods, using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM)
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the
results of an updated validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s
noise monitors in 2018 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements.
The 2019 Q1 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103-N08-01 to A11103-N08-03 at
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2019 Q1
contours.
For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2019 Q1 contour was less at 1.4 km2. For
the early morning period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than
2.2 km2. The area for the 2019 Q1 contour was less at 0.6 km2. For the late evening period
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 1.3 km2. The area for the
2019 Q1 contour was less at 0.3 km2.
This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action
Plan.
-x-x-x-x-x-x-
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