Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 19 July 2018 (approved)

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 19 July 2018 at 3.30pm.
Present:
Organisation:
Chairman
Deputy Chairman
Secretary
Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL)
Tandridge District Council
Flying Clubs and Schools
London Borough of Bromley Residents Federation (BRF)
Sevenoaks District Council
Biggin Hill Residents Association
Allen Parish Council
London Borough of Bromley (LBB)
BRF/Cudham & Downe Residents Association
Private Owners
BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association
Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee (ex-officio)
LBB
Private Owners

Representative:
Mr John Bowden
Mr Nick Kemp
Mr George Crowe
Mr Andrew Walters, Chairman
Mr Will Curtis, Airport Managing Director (AMD)
Councillor Martin Allen
Mr Singh Bamrah*
Dr Robert Hadley
Councillor Philip McGarvey*
Mr Peter Martin
Councillor Ian Mitchell
Councillor Peter Morgan
Reverend John Musson
Reverend Stephen Niechcial*
Mr Peter Osborne
Mr Richard Parry
Councillor Mrs Melanie Stevens
Mr John Willis

1.

Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks

1.1

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

2.

Membership

2.01

Members were informed that:
o Bromley Council had reappointed councillors Peter Morgan, Richard Scoates and Melanie
Stevens as their representatives;
o Councillor Martin Allen had been reappointed by Tandridge Council as its representative;
o Councillor Roderick Hogarth had been reappointed as the Sevenoaks District Council
representative;
o Deva Ponnoosami had advised that he understood that Councillor Toni Letts had been
appointed as the Croydon Council representative to replace Councillor Mark Watson;
o Doug Field had been in an aircraft crash and was in hospital with serious injuries. He had
advised that he wanted Reverend Stephen Niechcial to replace him as a representative of
private owners. The Committee was reminded that the representatives of the organisations that
are represented on the Committee are appointed by those organisations and that Stephen Niechcial
would be welcome as the representative if the light aviation community was to put him forward;
o that Kent County Council was being encouraged to appoint a representative to serve on the
Committee.

Resolved: That the Committee expressed its hope that Doug Field will make a full
and rapid recovery from the accident.
3.

Apologies for absence

3.1

Apologies for absence were received from Anoop Bamrah (Flying Clubs and Schools, substituted
by Singh Bamrah), Councillor Roderick Hogarth (Sevenoaks District Council, substituted by
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3.2

Councillor Philip McGarvey), Councillor Christopher Marlow (Councillor Morgan’s substitute),
Councillor Cameron McIntosh (Surrey County Council), Steve O’Connell (Greater London
Authority), Mr Deva Ponnoosami (South London Business) and Ms Gill Slater (LBB, Officer).
Councillor Allen had also submitted apologies because he would be leaving the meeting early to
attend another meeting.

4.

Minutes of the previous meeting

4.01

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 April 2018 were approved as a correct record and signed
by the Chairman.

5.

Matters arising from the minutes

5.01

Referring to paragraph 8.06, Councillor Allen expressed his gratitude to the Airport Managing
Director for arranging him to visit the Airport to view the operation of the Noise Monitoring and
Track Keeping System (NMTKS) particularly in relation to the overflying of Tatsfield.

6.

Airport Managing Director’s report

6.01

Will Curtis’s report which provided information on the following issues had previously been
circulated.
Market conditions across Europe - with the assistance of graphs and diagrams, the report updated
the Committee on aviation activity in Europe. It was particularly noted that the June activity had
caught up with June 2008 peak activity making it the busiest June month since then and 18%
above the low point in 2009.
Biggin Hill movement summary – members were advised that, generally, business had been on or
slightly ahead of budgeted levels. As the gradual squeeze on business aviation capacity at larger
London airports bites, traffic was being progressively displaced to airports such as Biggin Hill.
During the presentation of the report, the AMD mentioned that that the number of club circuits
was down and he expressed his gratitude to the clubs for relocating them elsewhere, making the
Airport and its environs safer and quieter. He also referred to club movements having increased,
probably due to the excellent summer. However, movements overall had reduced and the number
of movements had been well within the 50k self-imposed limit.
The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the second quarter of
2018 was included in the report:

6.02

6.03

6.04

6.05

April
May
June
Total
Change
Year to Date

6.06

Club
Circuit
568
301
513
1,382
-3,297
3,843

Club
Other
346
546
754
1,646
-562
2,217

Private
Owner
1,120
1,423
1,370
3,913
262
5,978

ATM
Schld.
0
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
782
980
1,162
2,924
412
5,076

Corp.
Jet
302
464
427
1,193
127
2,178

Corp.
Twin
36
47
42
125
-54
206

Helis.

Military

Total

284
320
375
979
-1
1,643

4
2
2
8
-19
20

3,442
4,083
4,645
12,170
-3,132
21,161

Corp.
Jet
273
413
380
1,066
1,861

Corp.
Twin
53
61
65
179
290

Helis.

Military

Total

255
303
422
980
1596

11
8
8
27
44

5,024
5,155
5,123
15,302
25,340

During the same quarter of 2017 they had been:

April
May
June
Total
Year to Date

Club
Circuit
1,767
1,569
1,343
4,679
8,600

Club
Other
884
693
631
2,208
3,181

Private
Owner
1,115
1,249
1,287
3,651
5,305

ATM
Schld
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
666
859
987
2,512
4,463

2

Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 19 July 2018 (approved)

6.07

6.08

6.09

6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13

6.14

6.15

UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport (LBHA) - the Committee was informed that BHAL
had recently joined the London Terminal Control Centre Working Group along with eight other
London airports. The group’s intention was to find a sensible methodology for progressing the
second stage of the London Airport Management Programme (LAMP 2) and the eventual
rearrangement of lower airspace over London. Following Luton Airport’s recent announcement
that, from 1 June, it will no longer accept non-scheduled air traffic between 2300 and 0700, there
had been an increase in affected flights choosing Biggin Hill rather than Luton.
Later in the meeting, Councillor McGarvey made a comment about the more intensive use of
Gatwick Airport and the Government’s decision to approve a third runway at Heathrow which
could lead to an increase the number of aircraft in the vicinity of Biggin Hill. In response, the
AMD referred to the LAMP proposals for the redesign of the London Terminal Manoeuvring Area
and en-route airspace to eliminate chokepoints, reduce the number of movements in areas with an
intensive number of aircraft and create a structure would have capacity to accommodate forecast
traffic levels. He outlined the problems that he thought might would be likely to occur with the
‘loft hatches’ proposed by LAMP. He also referred to the improved performance of aircraft and to
Heathrow being keen to show a net reduction in environmental issues. In answer to a question
about whether Heathrow could lead to restrictions on movements at Biggin Hill Airport, the AMD
said that the Airport was involved in ongoing discussions on the revised procedures.
RAF Northolt - the report reminded members that the Airport was pushing for full disclosure of
the Type A Chart for RAF Northolt in the UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP) in
accordance with normal aviation practice. It would ensure that the relevant information regarding
obstacles would be readily available to aircraft operators and publishers of flight guides
worldwide. The MOD was seeking to publish the data only in the Military AIP where it would be
relatively hidden from civil aircraft operators the existence of the adverse obstacle environment.
Airport facilities - it was noted that progress on the Airspace Change Proposal (ACP) relating to
the revised runway 03 GPS approach had been delayed and was at the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) for approval. The Airport was responding to various questions from the CAA. The MOD
at Kenley had previously sought to block the application by refusing to enter into an agreement
with Biggin Hill Air Traffic Control (ATC) Unit to notify each other of gliding operations. The
AMD advised, however, that the MOD had now agreed to enter into a letter of intent and it was
important that approval is obtained by the autumn. The AMD added that he had yet to see a glider
in the area and that, unusually, because of the excellent weather, runway 03 had been used a lot
this summer. He said that the Airport was grateful to the residents of Woldingham for their
patience in waiting for the new procedure.
The Committee was informed that ATC was being upgraded in preparation for the introduction of
the ACP and that the Standard Departure Routes (SDRs) were being reviewed in anticipation of
the turning off of the Biggin Hill VHF Omni-directional Radio Range (VOR) navigational beacon.
The SDRs might be replaced by Area Navigation Standard Instrument Departures (RNAV SIDs)
and this could help to prevent departing aircraft from drifting too far to the north on departure.
Any such change would be part of a formal ACP when the time came.
The T2 hangar to the north of the main terminal was fully subscribed and BHAL would shortly be
relocating to one floor of the offices which were included. Other tenants were preparing to move
into the remaining space.
The Committee was also advised that the taxiway was being resurfaced at a cost of £2.3m and will
include an additional new holding point situated further away from the road in order to better
mitigate unnecessary noise nuisance to houses located on the A223 adjacent to the runway
threshold.
Airport Hotel - planning permission having been granted, detailed design work was now under
way on hotel project. The AMD advised that BHAL was deliberately taking its time over this
project to ensure that no mistakes will be made.
Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill - the report advised that Textron had recently announced
that it would set up a line service facility at the Airport. A question from Councillor Morgan was
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6.16

6.17
6.18

6.19

6.20

answered by the AMD who advised that among the Cessna aircraft that were manufactured by
Textron are the small to medium size Citation business aircraft.
Referring to paragraph 6.16 of the minutes of the meeting held on 19 April 2018, the AMD
reported that, following the service of notices on the three flying schools because their sites of
their premises were to be redeveloped, their tenure had been extended until 31 March 2019 on a
rolling basis. He advised that useful meetings had been held and BHAL would be providing the
schools with proposals for their future in the next two to three weeks.
Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill
College Update - the London Aerospace and Technology College bid had been successful with
approximately £12.5m having been allocated to the project. A bid for further funds for an
Institute of Technology was unsuccessful. BHAL would be discussing the current and future
provision of aviation related training and the LSEC approach to outreach and training delivery
before committing to a lease on the land allocated for this project.
In answer to a question from Councillor Morgan, the Committee was informed that no lease had
been entered into with the College and that an agreement would be reached in due course on
courses that would be provided.
Health & Safety/security - the report advised that there had been no significant security breaches
since the last report and nor had there been notable safety incidents. However, since the report
had been written, a pilot from Southend had ignored instructions and transgressed Biggin Hill
ATC regulations. Formal proceedings in respect of such incidents were being pursued.

7.

Noise contours

7.01

Attached to the AMD’s report were the noise contours which had been produced by Bickerdike
Allen Partners LLP using the NMTKS. It summarised the noise contours and movements in the
early morning and late evenings during the second quarter of 2018 and showed the actual noise
created was well within the forecast footprints and permitted limits and that the Airport had
operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action Plan.

8.

Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee

8.01

The report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the second quarter of 2018 was tabled together with a
map that plotted the areas from which the comments had emanated. It showed that during the
quarter there had been 12,170 movements at the Airport. Also tabled was a paper setting out the
breakdown of complaints for the quarter.
Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee, reported that:
o there had been a total of 145 comments or complaints that related to Biggin Hill Airport
movements of which only seven related to genuine departures from the Airport’s
regulations;
o apart from one, all seven infringements were mistakes of a minor nature. One pilot had
been warned that if an infringement was repeated he would not be allowed to use the
Airport again;
o only 23 individuals had submitted the 145 comments/complaints;
o one person had submitted 71 complaints, none of which was about a genuine
contravention;
o some of the complaints identified the movements about which they related or did not leave
any details of the allegation.
He also advised that there are a significant number of serial complainers, many of whom refuse to
accept having a monitor at their premises. He read to the Committee a draft of a proposed policy
to be adopted whereby any such complainers would be advised that they would have their
complaints recorded but that they would not receive a response. The policy would be
implemented on a trial basis and would apply to complainers who persistently complain about

8.02

8.03
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8.04

8.05

8.06

8.07

movements that comply with the standard approach and departure tracks and are within the
acceptable noise contours and refuse to accept a monitor.
The Chairman asked for clarification of a genuine complaint and Richard Parry said that it would
be any that related to a movement that departed from the requirements of the Airport in relation to
noise and tracking. He confirmed that a genuine complaint would not involve a movement that
was within the correct track and at the correct height.
In response to requests from Councillors Allen and Mitchell the AMD undertook in due course to
provide information about contraventions and fines imposed when the necessary system that
would enable it to be done was set up.
Action: AMD
Peter Osborne said that complaints are about actual events and that when he served on the Noise
and Safety Sub-Committee it had a similar system. There would be a danger that any genuine
issues would not be identified. The AMD said he agreed with this comment and that noise was
subjective. Some people are willing to discuss their complaints but others are not cut out to be
living in the vicinity of a runway.
The Committee agreed that the Sub-Committee could proceed on the basis that any complainants
that do not properly identify their complaints and refuse to accept a monitor could be regarded as
vexatious and the policy outlined above implemented with respect to their complaints.

9.

Planning issues

9.01

Bromley Local Plan - it was noted that Gill Slater had informed the Secretary that, as mentioned at
the last meeting, “… the Council has now published its Main Modifications to the Draft Local
Plan (available on line at http://bromley- consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/mainmodifications) The
modifications were intended to address some of the issues arising from the inspector’s comments
and queries at the public hearings. The consultation runs until 10 August 2018 as are involvement
of Biggin Hill Airport.”

10.

Community Relations

10.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the
meeting. The Chairman commented that the reports were very positive and particularly
mentioned were the 100th Anniversary of the Royal Air Force, Zenith Aviation, the visit by
Andrea Leadsom and the award of the Nick Davison scholarships. The AMD referred to the
Sunrise Challenge which had raised £4k and said that he had won the cycle race.
10.02 West Camp - in answer to a question, Councillor Morgan reported that Bromley Council had
written to Bernie Ecclestone of Formula One about the proposal for the Heritage Centre at West
Camp but no response had been received. The Council was considering the possibility of serving
a compulsory purchase order.
10.03 Fatal accident at 1980 Air Show - Peter Martin said that the Biggin Hill Residents Association
was considering the provision of a monument to the people killed in the aircraft crash and asked
whether anyone could let him have the names of the seven deceased. The AMD advised that the
accident was the reason that displays now take place within the vicinity of the Airport. Peter
Osborne advised that he would provide the names. (Note: the names were forwarded to Peter
Martin on the day following the meeting).
10.04 Leaves Green Common - Peter Osborne referred to a local councillor having suggested that the
Airport would contribute towards a bund around the Common to prevent incursions by travellers.
The AMD said that he thought that something could be done and undertook to speak to Colin
Hitchens about providing assistance. Richard Parry said that Sevenoaks Council had put in oak
posts which look better and require less maintenance. The Committee was informed that there are
already posts in situ.
10.05 Festival of Flight 2018 - the AMD advised members that they would be receiving invitations to
lunch on Saturday, 18 August.
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11.

Any other business

11.01 Uber-style charter - Reverend Stephen Niechcial asked about how the Airport became aware of a
pilot who had hired an aircraft with a view to carrying paying passengers on a cost sharing basis.
The AMD advised that an advertisement had been seen and that the prohibition of the practice at
Biggin Hill would be included in the UK AIP. The pilot would probably not have been aware of
the restriction at the Airport.
12.

Dates of next meetings

12.01 The Committee was reminded that the next two meetings would be held at 3.30pm at the Airport
on the following dates:
o Thursday, 18 October 2018
o Thursday, 17 January 2019.

The meeting closed at 4.50pm.
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LONDON BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT
A11103-N05-DR
13 July 2018
NOISE CONTOURS – 2018 Q2
Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub-Committee, which considers
the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2018 Q2 noise contours
and the movements in the early morning and late evening periods.
The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st April to 30th June.
There were 68 movements during the Early Morning period (06:30-07:00), with a maximum of
6 movements in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on 8th May. There were 42
movements during the Late Evening period (22:00-23:00), with a maximum of 3 movements in
a single Late Evening period, which occurred on 2 individual days. For both periods this is less
than the limit of 8 movements in a single Early Morning or Late Evening period. Movements by
military aircraft have been excluded.
Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00-23:00), Early Morning and Late
Evening periods, using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM)
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the
results of an updated validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s
noise monitors in 2017 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements.
The 2018 Q2 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103-N05-01 to A11103-N05-03 at
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2018 Q2
contours.
For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2018 Q2 contour was less at 2.0 km2. For
the early morning period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than
2.2 km2. The area for the 2018 Q2 contour was less at 1.0 km2. For the late evening period
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 1.3 km2. The area for the
2018 Q2 contour was less at 0.3 km2.
This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action
Plan.
-x-x-x-x-x-x-
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