Biggin Hill Airport Consultative Committee minutes, 18 October 2018 (approved)

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 18 October 2018 at 3.30pm.
Present:
Organisation:
Chairman
Secretary
Biggin Hill Airport Limited (BHAL)

Tandridge District Council

College Project Manager (Academy Consulting)
Flying Clubs and Schools
Biggin Hill Residents Association
London Borough of Bromley Residents Federation (BRF)
Private Owners
Surrey County Council
Tatsfield Parish Council
BRF/Cudham & Downe Residents Association
Chairman of Noise & Safety Sub-Committee (ex-officio)
London Borough of Bromley (LBB)
LBB (Officer)
LBB
Private Owners

Representative:
Mr John Bowden
Mr George Crowe
Mr Andrew Walters, Chairman
Mr Will Curtis, Airport Managing Director (AMD)
Ms B. Russell, Policy & Ext. Affairs Coordinator
Councillor Martin Allen
Ms Kate Ball (for minute 9)
Mr Anoop Bamrah
Ms Stephanie Butcher*
Dr Robert Hadley
Mr John High
Councillor Cameron McIntosh
Councillor Ian Mitchell
Reverend John Musson
Mr Richard Parry
Councillor Suraj Sharma*
Ms Gill Slater
Councillor Mrs Melanie Stevens
Mr John Willis

* substitute member

1.

Welcome and Chairman’s introductory remarks

1.1

The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.

2.

Membership

2.01

Further to minute 2.01 (19 July 2018), members were informed that:
o John High had been appointed as the representative of Private Owners in place of Doug
Field;
o Croydon Council had confirmed that Councillor Toni Letts had been returned as its
representative in place of Councillor Mark Watson.

3.

Apologies for absence

3.1

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Roderick Hogarth (Sevenoaks District
Council), Mr Peter Osborne (BRF/Leaves Green & Keston Vale Residents Association),
Peter Martin (Biggin Hill Residents Association, substituted by Stephanie Butcher),
Steve O’Connell (Greater London Authority (GLA)), Mr Deva Ponnoosami (South London
Business) and Councillors Peter Morgan and Richard Scoates (LBB).

4.

Minutes of the previous meeting

4.01

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 July 2018 were approved as a correct record and signed by
the Chairman.
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5.

Matters arising from the minutes

5.01

There were no matters arising from the minutes that would not be dealt with during the
consideration of the agenda for this meeting.

6.

Airport Managing Director’s report

6.01

Will Curtis’s report which provided information on the following issues which had arisen during
the third quarter (August to September) of 2018 had previously been circulated.
Market conditions across Europe - with the assistance of graphs and diagrams, the report updated
the Committee on aviation activity in Europe. The Committee particularly noted that it had been
the second consecutive quarter during which activity had been busier than the pre-economic crisis
peak of September 2008. He noted that the figures in the graphs provided by WINGX appeared to
be contradictory which he advised was due to different start of year dates having been used.
Biggin Hill movement summary - members were advised that it had been a generally busy quarter
for business aviation; it having increased by 15% year-on-year due to the continuing displacement
of business aviation from larger London airports such as Luton and Stansted. This trend was
expected to continue over the ensuing five year period. The AMD advised that Luton Airport had
used up its night movements quota which had led to an increase in movements at Biggin Hill.
However, he was confident the total number of movements at Biggin Hill would be under the 50k
self-imposed upper limit by the end of the year.
This growth contrasted with a reduction in light aviation as the restrictions referred to in his
reports to the previous two meetings took effect. The total number of movements year-on-year
was down by 5,420 due to the reduction in light aviation, accounting for 19,949 movements so far
this year. In the next calendar year light aviation would be restricted to 12k to 15k movements.
Training activity was likely to account for the majority of this further reduction.
The following schedule that summarised the operational movements during the third quarter of
2018 was included in the report:

6.02

6.03

6.04

6.05

July
August
September
Total
Change
Year to Date

6.06

Club
Other
685
597
717
1,999
419
4,216

Private
Owner
1,477
1,556
1,430
4,463
409
10,441

ATM
Schld.
0
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
1,168
969
1017
3,154
203
8,230

Corp.
Jet
552
323
466
1,341
311
3,519

Corp.
Twin
42
35
43
120
-29
326

Helis.

Military

Total

461
298
386
1145
312
2,788

16
19
2
37
-64
57

5,001
4,343
4,364
13,708
-1,241
34,869

Corp.
Jet
446
243
341
1,030
2,891

Corp.
Twin
33
65
51
149
439

Helis.

Military

Total

309
233
291
833
2,429

6
89
6
101
145

5,503
5,048
4,398
14,949
40,289

During the same quarter of 2017 they had been:

July
August
September
Total
Year to Date

6.07

Club
Circuit
600
546
303
1,449
-2,802
5,292
Club
Circuit
1,664
1,571
1,016
4,251
12,851

Club
Other
548
632
400
1,580
4,761

Private
Owner
1,449
1,375
1,230
4,054
9,359

ATM
Schld
0
0
0
0
0

ATM
Charter
1048
840
1,063
2,951
7,414

UK aviation policy and Biggin Hill Airport (LBHA) - the Committee was informed that BHAL
was preparing to submit its statement of need in respect of the London Airport Management
Programme (LAMP) programme, a national initiative sponsored by the Department for Transport
and the Aviation Minister, Baroness Sugg. The LAMP process proposed to redesign all lower
airspace routes within the London Terminal Manoeuvring Area. The AMD updated members on
the aims of the LAMP project and stated that formal consultations would follow in due course
as the process moved forwards.
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6.08

6.09

6.10

6.11

6.12

6.13

6.14

6.15
6.16

6.17

The All Party Parliamentary Group for General Aviation had recently issued a call for evidence in
relation to the allocation of UK low level airspace. LBHA would be responding and it was the
AMD’s view that all light aircraft should be required to have transponders and that there should be
a separation between light and business aviation.
RAF Northolt - the report advised that there was nothing further to report except that the RAF
appeared to be chronically short of air traffic controllers. This had led to unscheduled closures
which had adversely affected the desirability or RAF Northolt to business jet customers.
Consequently, RAF Northolt’s market share had collapsed in recent months. The AMD added
that he expected that a response to the Airport company’s representations would be received
shortly.
Airport facilities - it was noted that the runway 03 GPS approach continued to move through the
formal Airspace Change Proposal process. It was not clear when the Civil Aviation Authority
(CAA) would be reaching a determination. On 22 October LBHA would be submitting further
changes to the safety case based upon CAA feedback.
Work had commenced to install the approach lighting array at the southern end of the runway.
The AMD advised that a company that would mole under the taxiway and avoid the need to dig it
up was to be employed. In response to a suggestion by Stephanie Butcher about the need for a
survey to avoid damage to any cables, etc., the Committee was informed that the company could
install the cabling 30 feet beneath the surface. It was noted that tree cutting was also underway.
The remedial works to Hotel taxiway were out to tender and physical work was expected to
commence in early January. The Committee was informed that some night work would be
undertaken on this project and that, although there would not be much noise, local residents would
be advised of the works in advance.
Airport Hotel - the hotel project continued to move forward and an operating partner would be
appointed imminently, following which the final design specification would be agreed. Build
contractors would then be selected. It was noted that it was anticipated that ground works would
begin early in the new year.
Tenants and businesses at Biggin Hill - the report advised that LBHA had published a document
inviting expressions of interest in the construction of a new Light Aviation Centre at the Airport.
The Centre would house all current light aircraft operations and it was anticipated that it would
house some flying training and the majority of private owners. The location for the facility was
being sought in parallel with discussions with those affected.
Economic Development/LoCATE@BigginHill
College Update - outline plans for the London Aerospace and Technology College (LATC)
project were formally launched by the London South East Colleges (LSEC) in September. It was
proposed that the college would be located at the eastern boundary of the Airport on land which
had been designated to be removed from the Green Belt in the draft Local Plan. It was understood
that LSEC had applied for a pre-application meeting with the local authority and intended to
progress to submitting a full panning application shortly (see also minute 9 below).
Health & Safety/security - the report advised that there had been no significant security breaches
since the last report and nor had there been notable safety incidents.

7.

Noise contours

7.01

Attached to the AMD’s report were the noise contours which had been produced by Bickerdike
Allen Partners LLP using the Noise Monitoring and Track Keeping System (NMTKS). It
summarised the noise contours and movements in the early morning and late evenings during the
third quarter of 2018. As usual, it showed that noise levels remained well within the agreed limits
set out in the Airport’s Noise Action Plan. The AMD added that the noise contours will shrink
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7.02

next year as the number of light aircraft movements reduce because they take longer to get at
altitude and the contours are made up of accumulated noise.
Nevertheless, the AMD anticipated, not everyone would be happy with the situation even
though the majority of movements take place over open countryside. The LAMP programme
would allow the Airport to variously route aircraft and routes would be designed to enable aircraft
to climb as quickly as they are able to reduce nuisance. This would be particularly noticeable in
areas to the north of the Airport.

8.

Report by the Chairman of the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee

8.01

Complaints and comments - the report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the third quarter of 2018
was tabled together with a map that plotted the areas from which the comments had emanated. It
showed that during the quarter there had been 13,708 movements at the Airport. Also tabled was
a paper setting out the breakdown of complaints for the quarter.
Richard Parry, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee, tabled his report that advised that:
o there had been a total of 71 comments or complaints of which 54 were submitted by 9
complainants;
o 64 of the 71 related to Biggin Hill Airport movements. Of these, 4 raised genuine
departures from the Airport’s regulations;
o the provision of a noise monitor had offered to one complainant;
o a monitor had also been deployed once and had been offered to 6 regular complainants
who had yet to respond to the offer.
He also explained why the contours in which some aircraft are initially placed in by the system
may be changed at a later date.
The AMD referred to a recent complaint about engineering noise which on investigation turned
out to be works being carried out locally by Southern Gas Networks and to another from a
resident in Acorn Close about engine running which was actually work being done by UK Power
Networks.
Stephanie Butcher said that there had been an increased number of movements over Biggin Hill
Valley due to the fine weather and to it being helpful if updates could be provided for posting on
the Biggin Hill Community website. The AMD undertook to look into that possibility.
Action: AMD
The AMD advised that the proposed GPS approach would prevent turns taking place and enable
aircraft to be on lower power. He added that there had been complaints about flights over
Oaklands Primary School. The situation was being monitored and where pilots do not follow the
10° right turn, the pilot is being written to.
In response to a comment by Councillor Allen that, although he had raised 5 issues of which 4 had
been identified as contravening Airport regulations, he had, however, only received 4
acknowledgements, the AMD undertook to investigate and report back to the Councillor.
Action: AMD
Councillor Allen also asked about the request made at the last meeting (paragraph 8.05, 19 July
2018), for information to be provided about contraventions and fines imposed. He said that it
would be good for the Airport’s public relations because it would show that action was being
taken on infractions. The AMD advised that the information was not produced automatically by
the NMTKS but that it could and would be provided.
Action: AMD
Policy on Processing Noise Complaints - referring to paragraphs 8.03 - 8.07 (19 July 2018),
Richard Parry tabled the proposed Policy. In particular, the proposed protocol for the categorising
and dealing with vexatious complaints was outlined. In response to a question from Reverend
Musson, the AMD agreed that the diagram on the front page of the Policy document should be
amended by the removal of the arrow between “MD admin” and “Managing Director”.

8.02

8.03
8.04

8.05

8.06

8.07

8.08

8.09
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8.10

8.11
8.12

Subject to the amendment referred to in the preceding paragraph, the Committee approved the
Policy on Processing Noise Complaints on the basis that its implementation would be reviewed
after 6 months of its operation.
Action: AMD
Safety - Richard Parry’s report also contained information about safety issues including the
outcome of 3 reports referred to the Safety and Noise Abatement Review Board (SANARB).
Referring to minute 11 (19 July 2018), the report also confirmed that the Airport had now issued
an instruction in the UK Aeronautical Information publication stating that, “Biggin Hill Airport
does not permit cost sharing flights advertised through online ‘flight sharing’ platforms. Flights
suspected to be operated under this premise may be subject to aeronautical restrictions and are
expressly prohibited by the Airport Authority.”

9.

Planning issues

9.01

Bromley Local Plan/LATC - referring to paragraph 6.18 above, a letter from Andrew Walters had
previously been circulated and a further copy was tabled at the meeting. It asked for the
Committee’s advice and comments on the difficulties and challenges facing the development of
the Engineering College and the possibility that the agreed funding from the Greater London
Authority might expire due to the time being taken for the Local Plan to be adopted.
Gill Slater informed the Committee that some minor modifications to the Local Plan had been sent
directly to the inspector and that it was hoped that the response would be received in November.
Bromley Council was keen for the plan to be adopted during the winter. She added that there
needed to be exceptional circumstances for land to be taken out of the Green Belt.
In response to a comment from Stephanie Butcher that Biggin Hill residents would not be happy if
the funding was lost due to ‘red tape’, Gill Slater said that the Council had yet to receive a
planning application for the development of the college on the land east of South Camp. In
response to a remark by the AMD she confirmed that land categorised as class D1 in the use
classes order which includes use for educational purposes does not automatically allow the use of
that land for that purpose in the Green Belt. The use of Airport land for employment generation
purposes would be allowed in the Green Belt. The AMD responded that a purpose of the
proposed College was to generate employment. Stephanie Butcher commented that the land in
question was within the curtilage of the Airport and Gill Slater replied that the inspector may
decide that the Council was being too firm in the application of the policy but that she would be
surprised if that did turn out to be the case.
Andrew Walters reported that a Government minister had telephoned him that morning to express
concern about the possibility that the college scheme could be in jeopardy.
Kate Ball, the Project Manager for the College scheme, reported to the Committee on the issue.
She commented that release of land in the Green Belt had been allowed at West Camp and asked
why this could not be done in relation to land at another part of the Airport. She referred to the
pre-application meeting to take place with Bromley Council and the GLA and said that Bromley
Council’s officers were saying that the proposal would have to wait until the Local Plan had been
adopted. The Committee was informed that the cost of the scheme was only just within the
available budget and that delays would increase costs. Furthermore, the funding was time-limited.
In answer to a question the Committee was informed that the funding needed to be spent
progressively during 2020/21.
Kate Ball asked whether it would be possible to put the case for exceptional circumstances to
enable the Green Belt land to be released. In reply, Gill Slater said that this was the wrong forum
for the issue to be discussed and Councillor Stevens agreed saying that it was an issue for Bromley
Council members to decide. The AMD also agreed saying that the matter would need to be
discussed outside the meeting. Andrew Walters added that there now appeared to be a better
understanding of the problem.

9.02

9.03

9.04
9.05

9.06
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9.07

Progress of LoCATE - Andrew Walters’s letter also contained information about the success of
LoCATE including the fact that since its launch the number of jobs had increased by 25% to 1,250
or more and that the Department for Transport had now recognised its specialist role. In answer to
questions from Councillor Allen he was informed that Tandridge was a partner in LoCATE and
that Surrey County Council was not included because the launch brochure had only gone to
district councils. The Committee was informed that support from Surrey County Council would
be welcome.

10.

Community Relations

10.01 Press cuttings - the press cuttings for the last quarter had been circulated with the agenda for the
meeting. The Chairman commented on the large number of cuttings and especially to those about
the death of Mary Ellis, the World War 2 Air Transport Auxiliary pilot. He said that otherwise,
the news reports were positive.
10.02 Councillor Allen asked whether it was fake news that private pilot license movements were
banned at the Airport. In response, the AMD confirmed the information provided by Anoop
Bamrah who referred to the cap of 50k movements and said that streamlining had been introduced
but there was no ban.
11.

Any other business

11.01 There were no items of any other business.
12.

Dates of next meetings

12.01 The Committee was reminded that the next meeting would be held on Thursday, 17 January 2019
and would be preceded by the Annual General Meeting;
12.02 It was agreed that the further meetings to be held in 2019 would be held at the Airport on the
following dates:
o Thursday, 18 April 2019;
o Thursday, 18 July 2019;
o Thursday, 17 October 2019.

The meeting closed at 5pm.
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NOISE CONTOURS – 2018 Q3
Bickerdike Allen Partners LLP (BAP) have been retained by London Biggin Hill Airport to produce
noise contours for presentation at the quarterly Noise & Safety Sub-Committee meeting, which
considers the Noise Comments for the previous quarter. This note summarises the 2018 Q3
noise contours and the movements in the early morning and late evening periods.
The contours are based on the average daily movements in the period 1st July to 30th September
2018. There were 48 movements during the Early Morning period (06:30-07:00), with a
maximum of 6 movements in a single Early Morning period, which occurred on 2nd July. There
were 40 movements during the Late Evening period (22:00-23:00), with a maximum of 3
movements in a single Late Evening period, which occurred on two individual days. For both
periods this is less than the limit of 8 movements in a single Early Morning or Late Evening
period. Movements by military aircraft have been excluded, the majority of military movements
were associated with the Festival of Flight.
Noise contours have been produced for the Daytime (07:00-23:00), Early Morning and Late
Evening periods, using the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Integrated Noise Model (INM)
software (Version 7.0d) based on the aircraft activity, and allowing for local terrain and the
results of a validation exercise which compared the measured results at the Airport’s noise
monitors in 2017 with predicted levels for individual aircraft movements. This is the same
methodology as was used for the 2018 Q2 contours.
The 2018 Q3 contours are shown in the attached Figures A11103-N06-01 to A11103-N06-03 at
values of 57, 63 and 69 dB LAeq,T. With the changes to the operating hours the airport has a limit
on the area of the 57 dB daytime contour, and has to use reasonable endeavours to keep the
area of the 57 dB contour for each of the three periods smaller still. Strictly these requirements
apply to the summer period, 16 June to 15 September inclusive, rather than the 2018 Q3
contours.
For the daytime period the contour area limit is 4.3 km2 and reasonable endeavours are to be
used to keep it no more than 2.9 km2. The area for the 2018 Q3 contour was less at 2.2 km2. For
the early morning period reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than
2.2 km2. The area for the 2018 Q3 contour was less at 0.5 km2. For the late evening period
reasonable endeavours are to be used to keep the area no more than 1.3 km2. The area for the
2018 Q3 contour was less at 0.4 km2.
This analysis indicates that the airport has operated in accordance with the agreed Noise Action
Plan.
-x-x-x-x-x-x-
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